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The Luke Chapter 

NewsGram 

President’s Message 
by Gene Wikle  

 
As we enter into 
our summer 
break from chap-
ter activities, I 
extend a “Job 
Well Done” to all 
of our chapter of-
ficers, committee members 
and volunteers who supported 
various activities during our 
2023-2024 season.  You have 
contributed countless hours of 
service to our veterans support 
program, scholarship award 
program, JROTC award pro-
gram, dinner programs, Tur-
keys for Troops, surviving 
spouse program, fund raising 
programs and personal contact 
with our members in time of 
need.  Thank you for your con-
tributions of service and finan-
cial support to our community 
fund.  THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU, THANK YOU. 
 
As we prepare for our 2024-
2025 activities, we continue to 
seek out new members and 
volunteers to serve on our var-
ious committees. Please keep 
your recruiting hat on and in-
vite any military commissioned 
or warrant officer, or surviving 
spouse to join our chapter.  
We have a continuous need 

for members to serve on our 
committees. 
 
This month’s NewsGram high-
lights several great accom-
plishments including our 
$25,000 grant from the Arizona 
Department of Veterans’ Ser-
vices that will provide assis-
tance to veterans in need; the 
chapter scholarship award 
committee awarding $30,000 
to 23 scholarship applicants; 
an ongoing fund raising cam-
paign by the Community Fund 

Committee, and a very active 
Surviving Spouse Program.  
We can be proud of the great 
service we provide to our 
community and to those in 
need.  
 
Your chapter leadership will be 
meeting in May to plan our 

Coming Events 
 

9 May 
Rear Admiral 

Ronald D Tucker 
The Challenges and Oppor-
tunities of Military Service 

++++++++++++++ 
 

Looking ahead: 
 

Board Meeting 5 Sep, 1 PM 
Board Meeting 3 Oct, 1 PM 

Dinner 10 Oct, 5 PM 
 

++++++++++++++ 
Board Meetings are usually 
on the 1st Thursday of each 
month, September through 
May.  All members are wel-

come to attend. 
The May Board Meeting will 

be held on ZOOM on 
Mon, 6 May at 1 PM. 

 

Non-Board Members: 
Contact Mike Kramer for a 

ZOOM invite. 

Inside 
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pgs 4-5: Surviving 
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This NewsGram is 
available by email or 

USPS mail. 

http://www.lukemoaa.org/
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2024-2025 operations. We will 
share our plan with you in the 
October NewsGram. 
 
Please have a safe and won-
derful summer. Thank you for 
the privilege of serving as your 
chapter president.  
 
Never Stop Serving! 
 

Programs 
by Dennis DeFrain 

 
9 May 
 
Rear Admiral 
Ronald D. 
Tucker 
 
The Challenges and Oppor-
tunities of Military Service 
 
 Rear Admiral Ron Tucker had 
a distinguished career as a 
Navy officer, and then as a 
mover and shaker for the 
Bechtel Corporation.  After re-
tiring from these important po-
sitions, he lived up to the 
MOAA motto of “Never Stop 
Serving,” and made a big im-
pact in his community.  He will 
discuss his various “careers,” 
and then outline for the Chap-
ter scholarship winners what it 
takes to serve their country 
and their community. 
 
 Admiral Tucker was born in 
Santa Monica, California.  He 
graduated from Cal State 
Northridge in 1963 and was 
commissioned upon gradua-
tion through ROTC. 
 
During his Navy career, he 
commanded the Guided Mis-

sile Destroyer, USS Cochrane, 
the U.S. Naval Station in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, the Battleship 
USS New Jersey, and Task 
Force 73 and Logistics Group, 
U.S. Seventh Fleet in Singa-
pore. 
 
Ashore he had important and 
demanding assignments on 
the Navy staff in the Pentagon.  
He is a distinguished graduate 
of the U.S. Naval War College.  
 
 Following his Navy career, 
Admiral Tucker joined the 
Bechtel Corporation.  He 
served Bechtel as Vice Presi-
dent for Asia Pacific Region 
Management in Hong Kong, 
General Manager of Bechtel’s 
Phoenix Service Center, and 
Bechtel’s Country Manager in 
Japan. 
 
 Admiral Tucker retired in Oc-
tober 2003, to Anthem, AZ 
where he has been very active 
in community, veteran, and 
charitable endeavors.   
 
In 2009 he led a project that 
built an award-winning veter-
ans memorial in Anthem.  The 
memorial's five white pillars 
represent the nation's military 
branches, and each pillar has 
an elliptical opening that slants 
downward toward the Great 
Seal of the United States.  On 
Veterans Day – 11 November -
– the design allows the sun's 
rays to spotlight the Great Seal 
at 11:11 am Mountain Stand-
ard Time.  In 2012 Admiral 
Tucker was inducted into the 
Arizona Veteran’s Hall of 
Fame. 

 

LUKE CHAPTER MOAA 2022-2023 

OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

OFFICERS 

 
PRESIDENT 
 MAJ Gene Wikle, USAF (R) 480-352-4575 
1st  VICE PRES/LDRSHIP SUCCESSION  

COL Stephen Pohl, USAFR (R) 425-290-2471 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT/PERSONAL AFFAIRS . 

CWO3 Don Fordney, USN (F)  206-595-6543 
SECRETARY/Compliance Director   

COL Mike Kramer, USAFR (R)   720-563-9953 
TREASURER 

Jack Coate  916-960-6820 

 
DIRECTORS/COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
SURVIVING SPOUSES LIAISON CO-CHAIRS  

SSp Linda Wolverton 623-505-7244 
 Rosemary Eaton 303-521-7956 
LEGISLATION (Acting) 

MAJ Gene Wikle, USAF (R)  480-352-4575 
COMPLIANCE/VETERAN SUPPORT  

COL Mike Kramer, USAFR (R) 623-234-4785 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
 TBD 
TRANSITION OFFICER  

CAPT Bob Cowan, USN (R) 623-266-1426 
HOSPITALITY 
 CAPT Bob Cowan, USN (R) 623-266-1426 
JROTC LIAISON  
 LTC Bill McCamley, USAF (R) 928-714-0274 
MEMBERSHIP 
 1LT Ben Hayes, USA (F)  323-791-2755 
SCHOLARSHIP 

CWO3 Don Fordney USN (F) 206-595-6543 
NEWSGRAM EDITOR  

LTC Scott Phillips, USAF (R) 623-340-9158 
HISTORIAN 

 LTC Fred Williams, USAF (R) 703-402-1815 
COMMUNITY & LUKE AFB RELATIONS 
        COL Beth Johnson, USA (R) 703-405-0347 

CHAPLAIN 
MAJ Fannalou Guggisberg, USAF (R)  
 623-975-2362 

WEBMASTER  
LTC Bob Nelson, USMC (R)   719-322-4130 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
    COL Jerry Wojtas, USA (R)        623-544-4477 
    Mrs Pam Wojtas                         623-544-4477 
    MAJ Robert Kosmal, USAR (R)  623-850-1219 
 LTGEN John Regni, USAF (R) 623-935-6433 
PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY FUND BOARD 
    LTC Ed McAvoy, USAF (R) 480-387-0293 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
 LTC Dennis DeFrain, USA (R) 623-451-9552 
PRESIDENT, AZ COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS 
  LTC Nicholas Knight, USMC (R) 928-287-9915 

 
The NewsGram is published 
monthly from October through May 
by and for the members of Luke 
Chapter, MOAA. The Chapter is 
affiliated with the Military Officers 
Association of America and the Ar-
izona Council of Chapters. The 
Chapter provides non-partisan 
support for active-duty military 
& veterans and their families.  
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 Admiral Tucker                              Anthem Veterans Memorial 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
 

The Scholarship Review Committee met on 1 April and award-
ed 23 scholarships.  There were 16 to previous winners and 7 
to new students, for a total of $30,000. 
 
Watch for a full article about the winners in the October issue. 

 

LUKE CHAPTER COMMUNITY FUND 
2022-2023 

OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN 

 LTC Ed McAvoy, USA (R)  480-387-0293 

VICE PRESIDENT 

 CWO3 Don Fordney, USN (F) 206-585-8543 

SECRETARY 

 Wally Campbell 623-451-1100 

TREASURER/DIRECTOR 

 Jack Coate 916-960-6820 

COMPLIANCE/DIRECTOR 

 COL Mike Kramer, USAFR (R) 720-563-9953 

CHAPLAIN 

 Rev MAJ Fannalou Guggisberg, USAF (R) 623-
975-2362 

DIRECTORS 

    COL Beth Johnson, USA (R) 703-405-0347 

 RDML Steve Kunkle, USN (R) 623-243-6433 

 COL Lou Tronzo, USAF (R)   623-208-8899 

 CWO2 Ron Walk, USA (F) 856-418-8325 

 Mrs Pam Wojtas 623-544-4477 

 MAJ Mike Byers, USAF(R)  623-606-5288 
 LTC Wyck Furcron, USAF (R) 703-615-0973 
    Val Kuhn    623-556-1295 
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LEGISLATION UPDATE:   

  

DFAS MESSAGE TO SUR-

VIVING SPOUSES  

 (March 2024):   
 
The DFAS accidently sent a 
small group of Survivor Benefit 
Plan (SBP) annuitants a letter 
requesting they send another 
SBP Marital Status Update 
(SBP-MSU) because of a 
missing Social Security Num-
ber.  
 
This was a computer error. 
DFAS assured all recipients 
that the letter was sent in error, 
due to a system issue.  
 
DFAS apologizes for the in-
convenience. If you receive 
such a letter, DFAS requests 

that you discard the letter with 
their apologies. There is no ac-
tion you need to take other 
than to discard the letter. 
 
Legislation affecting our SS’s 
on the table for 2025: (MOAA’s 
website). 
 
Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC): DIC is 
paid at a monthly rate of 
$1,562.74, with additional al-
lowances in certain circum-
stances. That works out to 
43% of what a veteran with a 
100% service - connected dis-
ability rating receives from the 
VA. The 2025 congress’s dis-
cussion to better support sur-

viving spouses, the Caring for 
Survivors Act (H.R. 1083/S. 
414) would align payments of 
DIC with other federal pro-
grams. 
 
Surviving Spouse Remarriage:  
Surviving military spouses who 
remarry prior to age 55 cur-
rently lose entitlement for DIC 
and Survivor Benefit Plan 
(SBP) payments, as well as 
access to educational assis-
tance like the Fry Scholarship 
and the Survivors’ and De-
pendents’ Educational Assis-
tance program. The Love Lives 
On Act (H.R. 3651/S. 1266) 

will help secure the right for 
surviving military spouses to 
remarry at any age and retain 
their benefits. 
 
OUTREACH  
 
Linda Wolverton, SS, and 
Rosemary Eaton, SS  
(on the front row left) attended 
the March 21,  Sierra Vista 
Coronado Chapter of MOAA 
member meetings. Jane 
Strain, SS Liaison for the 
Coronado chapter SS’s 
worked with us as we present-
ed how Luke Chapter SS Pro-
gram evolved and maintains its 
program. 
 

A power point 

presentation 

was shown 

along with 

handouts.  

Q&A followed 

the presenta-

tion. The next 

morning, Lin-

da and 

Rosemary 

met with the 

leadership of the chapter: LTC 

Edward A Wozniak, LTC Jim 

Clenny, as well as Coronado’s 

PR Kaylee Nix-Wozniak, and 

Jane Strain the Chapter’s SS 

Liaison and their respective 

spouses for breakfast. Ques-

tions from the previous night’s 

presentation were answered. 

A copy of the Luke Chapter 

SS Program developed “Care 

for the Caregiver” booklet was 

shared with them.  

 

Jane Strain, SS Liaison of Si-

erra Vista Coronado MOAA 

will be our guest at the 3 Oc-
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tober Luke Chapter SS lunch-

eon meeting. She wants to 

meet our members and chat 

with them. We are excited to 

have her. 

 

x 

Surviving Spouse held its 

luncheon at the Thunderbird-2 

Army Air Corps Field Museum 

on 3 April.  

Our Hosts and Guides through 
the Museum were Thunder-
bird-2 Board members: 

 
Maj General Shanna Woyak, 
USAF (Ret) is a Senior 
Healthcare Executive and 
Registered Nurse having held 
leadership positions as a Chief 
Executive Officer, Chief Oper-
ating Officer, and more recent-
ly, as a Major General in the 
United States Air Force. She 
has led some of the largest 

transformations in military 
medicine history as the first Di-
rector, Small Market and 
Stand-Alone Military Medical 
Treatment Facility Organiza-
tion (SSO). Major General 
Woyak was past Director of 
the National Capital Region, 
Washington, DC, leading the 
first transition of the authority, 
direction, and control of Army, 
Navy, and Air Force 
Healthcare delivery under the 
Defense Health Agency. 
 
Major General Woyak has 

several overseas de-
ployments and has re-
ceived multiple awards 
and decorations in-
cluding the Defense 
Superior Service Med-
al, Legion of Merit, 
Meritorious Service 
Medal with two oak 
leaf clusters and more. 
 
Maj. Stephen Ziomek 
is former commission-

er and chairman of the Scotts-
dale Airport Advisory Commis-
sion and Commissioner in the 
Scottsdale Veterans Commis-
sion. Major and Command Pi-
lot in the US Civil Air Patrol, 
USGC Academy graduate 
(1972) and rotary wing Coast 
Guard Rescue Pilot.  He is a 
recipient of the Coast Guard 
Commendation Medal, USCG 
Unit Commendation Medal, 
Comandant’s Letter of Com-
mendation and the Humanitar-
ian Service Medal. 
 

Gunnar Buzzard, Lt Col USAF,  

Pilot/KC-135R earned a BSE in 

Aerospace Engineering at the 
U.S. Naval Academy, spent 
over 6 years as U.S. Navy E-

2C “Hawkeye” pilot, responsi-
ble for Electronic Warfare Tac-
tics and Training, 3 years as 
U.S. Navy-Industry Liaison for 
COTS/stealth technologies, 
and 15 years in the Arizona Air 
National Guard. He is listed on 
the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum Wall of 
Honor. 
 
We wish safe journey to those 

of you who are leaving for 

northern coolness, we will 

greet you with open arms in 

the Autumn. 

 

Mark your calendar for 2 Oc-

tober. 

Our first meeting is 2 Octo-
ber 2024.Two surprises 
await you on your return. 
 

Your SS Leaders:   
Linda Wolverton 
623-505-7244  
ltcolphillip@gmail.com  
Rosemary Eaton   
303-521-7956  
eatonrosemary 
@gmail.com 
Susan Bergstrom   
623-853-737  

Bergstromkarl@msn.com  

Marilu Trainor – Editor   
303-907-6627 
marilu01@msn.com  
 
 

Chaplain’s Corner 
by Rev. Fannalou 
Guggisberg 
 
Since our May 
dinner recogniz-
es our scholar-
ship recipients, 
this article offers 
a smattering of 

 



 

6 NEVER STOP SERVING                               May 2024 

sayings on the subject of 
knowledge. 
 
For instance, the saying,  “A lit-
tle knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.” Doesn’t warn that 
knowledge is dangerous.  The 
peril lies in the paucity of it. 
 
Benjamin Franklin is credited 
with “An investment in 
knowledge pays the best divi-
dend.” 
 
Proverbs contains Solomon’s 
collection of sayings, a number 
of which affirm the worth and 
place of knowledge, such as  
 
“The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of knowledge; Fools 
despise wisdom and instruc-
tion.” (Prov. 1:7) 
 
“For the Lord gives wisdom; 
From his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. 
He stores up sound wisdom for 
the upright; He is a shield to 
those who walk in integrity.” 
(2:6-7) 
 
Give instruction to a wise man, 
and he will be still wiser.  
Teach a righteous man, and 
he will increase his learning. 
The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom, And the 
knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” (9:9-10) 
 
“Apply your heart to discipline, 
And your ears to words of 
knowledge.” (23:12) 
 
“By wisdom a house is built, 
And by understanding it is es-
tablished; And by knowledge 
the rooms are filled With all 
precious and pleasant riches.” 
(24:3-4) 

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, And do not lean on your 
own understanding. 
 
In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, And He will make your 
paths straight.) (3:5-6; NASB) 
 
Great words to live by! 
 

 
Janet Pohl – Raffle Winner 

 

Luke Chapter 
Community Fund 
Wins a Large Grant 
by Mike Kramer 
 
There is an old 
saying that you 
‘won’t get, unless 
you ask.’ 
 
Luke Chapter 
paid out about 
$26,000 this year in grants to 
fourteen individual needy vet-
erans and to scores of active-
duty airmen in the Turkeys for 
Troops program for food relief 
last November.  This amount is 
about $10,000 less than in the 
prior fiscal year, due to re-
duced donations for our pro-
gram.  So, we decided to do 
something about raising our 
funding to keep service to des-
titute veterans threatened with 
homelessness at a higher 
pace. 

Luke Chapter Community 
Fund submitted a grant appli-
cation to the Arizona Depart-
ment of Veterans Services for 
a grant of $25,000 in Decem-
ber under their so-called 
“Large Grant Program”.  The 
state took some time to evalu-
ate the many grant applica-
tions that were made.  A few 
weeks ago, we were notified 
that our application was ap-
proved!  More delay followed 
for more paperwork.  We now 
expect to receive the first 
payment of $12,500 shortly. 
 
Our plan is to use some of the 
money in this fiscal year end-
ing June 30, and we will hold 
the balance until next fall.  We 
will accept veterans’ grant ap-
plications for the balance of 
this spring until the first in-
stallment of the grant is ex-
hausted, or summer comes, 
whichever is first.  Many of our 
chapter members, of course, 
travel in the summer or go to 
cooler climes.  Our veterans’ 
relief grant program, like other 
activities, will be suspended 
over the summer. 
 
When the chapter members 
return in September to the 
West Valley, we will notify the 
VA and other referral agencies 
that applications will again be 
accepted.  The work will then 
continue using the second in-
stallment of $12,500.  All funds 
must be spent no later than 
December 31, or the balance 
paid back to Arizona.  A grant 
of $5,000 from the MOAA 
Community Foundation to help 
veterans is also anticipated in 
May for use next fall.  So, our 
program will hit the ground 
running when cooler weather 
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returns, if sufficient volunteer 
labor is offered by our mem-
bers. 
 
Grant money, together with 
donations from our members, 
keep needy veterans and their 
families in a home, with food 
and utilities.  Our members 
look after our brothers and sis-
ters in arms. 
 
We Never Stop Serving 

 
Mike Kramer – Raffle 

Winner Yet Again! 

 

Legislative Liaison 
Update 
by Gene Wikle, 
Legislative (Acting) 
 
Message from MOAA 
President and CEO Lt. Gen. 
Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret) 
 
Our Government 
Relations team 
works year-round 
to protect your pay 
and benefits, to 
foster positive relations on 
both sides of the aisle, and to 
spotlight important policy and 
legislative change vital to 
MOAA’s mission. 
But what’s more vital to our 
lawmakers’ mission is to hear 
directly from their constituents. 
They want to know what mat-

ters most to the people who 
live in their districts — the 
people who vote. 
 
That’s what makes 
our Advocacy in Action (AiA) 
campaign week so important. 
 

 
MOAA Board Chair Gen. Gary L 

North & Pres/CEO Lt Gen Brian T 
Kelly take part in AiA 2023 

 
MOAA's annual advocacy 
event will bring members from 
across the nation to Washing-
ton, D.C., on 17 April to ad-
dress critical topics on MOAA’s 
legislative agenda. 
 
Bookmark online this site 
(MOAA.org/AiA) for updates 
on these issues, details on the 
event for attendees and virtual 
participants, our annual MOAA 
awardees, and much more. 
And be ready to take part by 
registering today to 
use MOAA's Legislative Action 
Center, an easy way for all 
members and supporters to 
connect with their lawmakers. 
  
Continue to follow online, 
MOAA's Advocacy News page 
for ongoing updates regarding 
all of MOAA's legislative priori-
ties.  
 
On April 17, nearly 200 dedi-
cated members and MOAA 

staff will canvas the halls of 
Congress, visiting every mem-
ber’s office equipped with criti-
cal data, calls to action, and 
support for our uniformed ser-
vices community.  
   
Our AiA topics are carefully se-
lected each year and approved 
by our board of directors. We 
want topics true to our mission, 
representative of our member-
ship, and critical to this year’s 
legislative cycle. This year’s 
topics are: 
 

• The Major Richard Star 
Act, a bill supporting our 
combat-injured veterans 
that would end an unjust 
offset for those who lose 
a dollar of service-
earned retirement pay 
for every dollar of VA 
disability compensa-
tion.   

• The BAH Restoration 
Act, a bill that reverses 
DoD policy capping the 
Basic Allowance for 
Housing (BAH) at 95% 
of local rental and utili-
ties costs — a policy 
that’s placing a financial 
burden on service mem-
bers and families. 
 

• Protecting TRICARE For 
Life (TFL), which re-
mains a key issue for all 
MOAA members — 
those already covered 
by TFL and Medicare, 
along with those who’ll 
use the benefit when 
they turn 65. 

 
AiA is not a culmination of hard 
work but rather a key mile-
stone on a continuing mission. 
And while we have an out-

https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/advocacy-in-action-2024/
https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/advocacy-in-action-2024/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/news-listing/?cat=107
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/43784/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/43784/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/46553/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/46553/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/58871/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/58871/
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standing team at the head-
quarters, AiA brings some of 
MOAA’s best from the field to 
Capitol Hill to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of our associa-
tion. 
 
To join in the AiA campaign, 
you can: 
 

• Visit online the 
 Legislative Action Cen-
ter to send pre-formatted 
messages to your legis-
lators on the issues. 

• Call your lawmakers via 
MOAA’s toll-free Capitol 
Hill hotline at (866) 272-
MOAA (6622). 

• Set up an in-person 
meeting with your law-
makers’ staffs at their 
local offices. This tried-
and-true approach yields 
huge dividends.  

 
We need your help. Your work 
at home not only influences 
Capitol Hill, but it inspires us to 
keep going. Thank you for your 
ongoing commitment to our 
advocacy efforts on behalf of 
all who serve and have served, 
their families, and their survi-
vors. 
 

Board Briefs 
by Mike Kramer, 
Secretary and 
Compliance Director 
 
Luke Chapter/Community 
Fund -- April 2024 Board Meet-
ings  

• The current financial 

assets of Luke Chapter 

on 31 March are 

$36,819, of which 

$17,002 is unrestricted 

equity.  Assets of 

Community Fund stand 

at $77,607, an increase 

of $14,290 from Febru-

ary from our spring 

fund-raising campaign.  

Jack Coate, Treasurer, 

said we are holding 

close to budget. 

• An unsuccessful effort 

was made by a scam-

mer to transfer a large 

amount of funds from 

Luke Chapter’s check-

ing account.  Jack 

Coate worked swiftly 

with Chase Bank to stop 

the fraud before funds 

were lost.  Our chapter 

money remains safe 

and intact. 

• The Board of Luke 

Chapter appointed the 

directors for the Com-

munity Fund, its subsid-

iary charitable organiza-

tion, as provided in the 

Bylaws.  Ed McAvoy 

continues as President, 

supported by ten other 

directors and officers. 

• A slate of nominations 

of primary officers and 

directors will be offered 

to the chapter for elec-

tion at the Annual Meet-

ing of Members on 9 

May. 

• Ben Hayes reported 

that Luke Chapter has 

168 active Members on 

our roster, including 131 

Regular Members and 

33 Surviving Spouses, 

with 4 Honorary Mem-

bers.  The active mem-

ber number fell from 

192 from two years ago, 

as offset by new mem-

bers. 

• Ed McAvoy said that a 

silent auction of donat-

ed items will be held at 

the April Annual Mem-

bers Meeting and din-

ner.  Also, Community 

Fund directors are con-

tacting business leaders 

identified by our mem-

bers as potential do-

nors.   

• Linda Wolverton report-

ed that the Surviving 

Spouses thoroughly en-

joyed their visit on 3 

April to Scottsdale Air-

port and Air Museum, 

formerly a WWII Army 

Air Force training base.   

• Luke Chapter Commu-

nity Fund submitted its 

2024 Annual Report to 

the Arizona Corporation 

Commission and is ‘in 

good standing’ with the 

state. 

• The Veterans Relief 

Grant Program has 

made 14 emergency 

grants so far to individ-

ual veterans which total 

about $23,700. 

• Luke Chapter submitted 

a grant application to 

MOAA for FY 2024-25 

for $5,000.  Community 

Fund was awarded a 

grant of $25,000 by the 

AZ Dept of Veterans’ 

Services.  One-half of 

that grant will be paid in 

April and the balance in 

late summer. 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction
http://www.moaa.org/takeaction
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• Don Fordney received 

24 scholarship grant 

applications from col-

lege bound students.  

Scholarship awards 

ranging from $1,000 to 

$3,000 were made to 23 

grateful students. 

• Bill and Sue McCamley 

are awarding certifi-

cates of merit to 16 

West Valley JROTC 

high school classes in 

the West Valley.  The 

certificates will be pre-

sented at various dates 

in late spring by differ-

ent chapter members. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            The West Valley Singers at our April Dinner 

 
 

 
 

John Sipple reciting the Gettysburg 
Address at our April Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Til We Meet Again” 
Pamela Werth, alto; Jane Ludlow, flute 

 
 

April Raffle 
Winners 

 

 
 

Menage a Trois Wine 
John Baczynski 

 

Dove Chocolate Truffles 
Mike Kramer 

 

Chocolate Poker Chips 
Carol Phillips 

 

Menage a Trois Wine 
Terry Muse 

 

Macaroons 
Janet Pohl 

 

Ferrero Rocher Chocolates 
Richard Kohnen 

 

Congrats! 

LUKE CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP 

 

Regular                        131 
Surviving Spouses      33 
Honorary                         4 
TOTAL:                       168 

TAPS 
 

Thankfully, none re-
ported this month. 

 
Please let our President or our 

Chaplain know when you learn of 
the death or illness of any of our 

members or their spouses. 
We want to be informed!  Thanks! 
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                     Thunderbirds   Luke Days 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The fattest knight at King Arthur's 
round table was Sir Cumference.  

He acquired his size from 
too much pi. 

 

☺ 

 
Grieving the loss of some-

one close to you? 
 

Find comfort and support 
at GriefShare in Goodyear 

or near you. 
 

Contact 
CAROL PHILLIPS 

623-340-9205 
cphillips02@cox.net 

 
13-week seminar/support 

group 
You can join at any time. 

www.griefshare.org 

 

NEW MEMBER 
 

Major Robert R Clark, 
USA (Fmr), and his wife, 

Frances 
 

Welcome! 

REDESIGN 
 

Your Editor is planning to redesign the 
NewsGram this summer. 

 
Suggestions are welcome! 
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VISIT: www.moaa.org/takeaction 
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Memorial Day Memories by Gene Wikle 
 
Memorial Day is a day for me to reflect on those I served with in Afghanistan. During my five years of 
service in Afghanistan, there were five American men and women patriots I had the privilege of serv-
ing with who made the ultimate sacrifice.  Below is the story of three patriots that I served with.  This 
is their story. 
 

                     
 

Sgt. 1st Class Glen J. Whetten, 31, of Mesa, Ariz., died March 12, 2010 near Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his vehicle with an IED. He was assigned to the 1st 
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas. 
 
SFC Glen Jacob Whetten was born March 19, 1978 in Nuevo Casas Grandes, Chihuahua, Mexico, 
and was raised in Phoenix, Arizona, attending Roosevelt Elementary School and graduating from 
South Mountain High School. He proudly enlisted in the U.S. Army following his graduation. His ser-
vice included being among the first to enter Iraq with U.S. forces. He was an Airborne Ranger and 
served four and a half years as a Ranger Instructor. Jake was intensely patriotic and was always de-
termined to protect his fellow soldiers and defend American liberty.  
 

 
 
Gene Wikle renders a final salute at a memorial service for Sergeant First Class Glen J. Whetten on 
Friday, March 19, 2010 at Camp Blackhorse, east of Kabul, Afghanistan.  
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The memorial was held after his body was transported to Dover Air Force Base, Delaware and on-
ward to Phoenix for his burial. Jacob was buried with full military honors. My wife, Susan, attended his 
funeral. Susan and Amy Whetten, Jacob’s mother, are close friends. Jacob was Amy’s adopted son.  
 

 
 
On the morning of May 20, 2009, I sat across the table at the Camp Eggers Dining facility with Lieu-
tenant Roslyn Shulte and Shawn Pine. It was 7:30 am as we enjoyed breakfast and discussed their 
mission to perform at Bagram Air Base. They were part of my team that I served with in Afghanistan. 
After breakfast Roslyn and Shawn departed Kabul in an SUV for a 45-mile drive to Bagram Air Base. 
Shortly after 9:00 am they were both dead.  They were both killed instantly by an IED.  Roslyn was 25 
years old. She was the first female Air Force Academy graduate killed in combat. Shawn was 52 
years old and survived by his wife and three children. 
 
“Whether we observe the occasion through public ceremony or through private prayer, Memorial Day 
leaves few hearts unmoved. Each of the patriots whom we remember on this day was first a beloved 
son or daughter, a brother or sister, or a spouse, friend, and neighbor.”  
  – President George H.W. Bush 
    1992 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

14 NEVER STOP SERVING                               May 2024 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               F-35 at Luke Days 2024 

 
 
 
 

Chapter member Fred Williams submit-
ted the HLAA Convention notice below.  

He highly recommends it. 

 

Do you have a hearing loss and would 
like to communicate better?  We are 
HLAA and we can help. 

Join us for our national 2024 convention 
at the Wild Horse Pass Sheraton Resort 
Hotel from 27-29 June 2024. 

• Free Exhibit Hall-only passes are 
available at the convention door. 

• See product demonstrations of the 
cutting-edge technology for people 
with hearing loss. 

• Meet hearing health industry pro-
fessionals and technical experts. 

Veterans, visiting a first convention, 
can attend the full convention free 
and attend educational workshops 
on a wide range of topics. 

• To get registered, contact Melissa 
Kruse: mkruse@hearingloss.org. 

• This is a rare opportunity to get a 
lot of information in one place. 

For more details, visit the HLAA web 
and convention site at: hear-
ingloss.org/convention. 

mailto:mkruse@hearingloss.org
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HOW TO ENROLL IN FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 

LUKE CHAPTER MEMBERS AND FRIENDS -- PLEASE READ 
 

TO ENROLL: 
 
1. go to www.frysfood.com/account/ 

 
2. Enter your user ID and password to open your account; or 

 
3. If you don’t have a Fry’s account card, follow the instructions to get an account, 

and then continue; 

 
4. On the “My Account” page, scroll down to the box called:  Community Rewards; 

 
5. Enter the name of “Luke Chapter MOAA Scholarship Fund” or enter our Organiza-

tion Number:  TK860; 

 
6. Press the “Enroll” button; congratulations, you are done! 

 
NOTE: 

• Your participation in this program will automatically create modest do-

nations which accumulate into our IRS 501(c)(3), public charity, Luke 

Chapter MOAA Community Fund, Inc.  (EIN:  47-4053737).  Frys pays us 

quarterly with a check made out to our checking account. 

• There is no cost or charge to you.  The donation by Fry’s is from their 

profit and is not an extra charge to you and is not added to product 

prices.  The donations are ‘free money’ supporting our Community Fund 

charities: the scholarships, veterans’ relief, and JROTC programs in lo-

cal high schools. 

• Please shop & gas up occasionally at Fry’s/Fred Meyer/Kroger stores.  

      

• Thank you for supporting your Luke Chapter MOAA charities! 

 
 

http://www.frysfood.com/account/
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RESERVATION FORM 
        (NEXT PAGE) 

 
PLEASE mail your reservation so that 
it will be received by the date indicated. 
If you are running late, CALL the Fordneys 
(1-206-595-6543) by that date to tell them 
“The check is in the mail.” or “I’ll pay at 
the door.” We must provide an accurate 
count and stick to it. 
 
May dinners are $33. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Information 
 

Dues are $25 per year for Member 
and $15 per year for Surviving Spouses 
Make checks payable to  
"Luke Chapter MOAA" and mail to: 
 

 Luke Chapter MOAA 
 P.O. Box 5072 
 Sun City West, AZ 85376-5072 
 

Contact Info 
 

For more information about the Luke 
Chapter, contact Membership Chair: 
email: Membership@lukemoaa.org 
or  
visit our website at 

www.LukeMOAA.org 

Membership Application 
 

LAST NAME: ________________________ 
 

FIRST NAME: _______________________ 
 

MI or GO BY: ________________________ 
 

RANK & SERVICE: ___________________ 
 

ACTIVE, RESERVES, NATIONAL GUARD, 
or SURVIVING SPOUSE?  (circle one) 
 

ACTIVE, FORMER, or RETIRED? (circle 
one) 
 
SERVED FROM: (m/y)_______ TO: ________ 
 
DATE of BIRTH: (m/d/y) _________________ 
 

SPOUSE : ___________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: __________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 

CITY:______________________ZIP:______ 
 

PHONE: ____________________________ 
 

EMAIL: _____________________________ 
 

NEWSGRAM (monthly newsletter): 
      USPS Mail   or   EMAIL   (circle one) 
 

MOAA National Member?  YES / NO 
If "YES", MOAA #: ___________________ 
 
If “NO”, your Chapter membership includes 
an automatic enrollment in the Basic (Free) 
membership in MOAA. 

 

REFERRED BY: ______________________ 
 

TODAY'S DATE: _____________________ 

http://www.lukemoaa.org/
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C-5 at Luke Days 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U-2 at Luke Days 2024 

MENU 
 

Chicken Alfredo w/ Ravioli 
OR 

6-oz Grilled Beef Filet 
OR 

Eggplant Parmesan 
 

Garden Salad 
Roasted Red Potatoes 

Veggie Medley 
Rolls & Butter 

New York Cheesecake 
w/ Berries 

Coffee, Tea, Water 
 

$33.00 
(Price includes taxes, tips, 

& closed captioning.) 
 

Grandview 
Terrace 

 

9 May 2024 
 

Social – 5:00 p.m. 
Dinner - 6:00 p.m. 

Program – 7:00 p.m. 

9 May 2024 Dinner Reservation at Grandview Terrace 
Register ONLINE or make checks payable to Luke Chapter MOAA. 
Return to: Luke Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 5072, SCW, AZ 85376 

 

For questions and information, call Don & Maureen Fordney at 1-206-595-6543. 

Please mail to REACH Co-Treasurer no later than 5PM, 1 May  
 

Request ______ dinner reservations for Thursday evening, 9 May 2024, 
at Grandview Terrace.  My Check for $__________ is enclosed. 

 

[   ] Reserve table for (3 to 8) _____ people.  Sitting at my table (including me): 
 

Number of  Chicken  Beef Filet  Eggplant 
 
____________________(TABLE HOST) ________________________________ 

________________________________ ________________________________ 

________________________________ ________________________________ 

________________________________ ________________________________ 

 

Member Name (Printed): ______________________________________ 

 

Member Signature: ___________________________________________ 

 



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APPLY 
FIRST 
CLASS 

POSTAGE 

Luke Chapter 
P.O Box 5072 

Sun City West, AZ 85376 

 

Never Stop Serving 

The Military Officers Association of 
America is a nonprofit veteran’s asso-
ciation dedicated to maintaining a strong 
national defense and to preserving the 
earned entitlements of members of the 
uniformed services and their families 
and survivors.  Membership is open to 
anyone who holds or has ever held a 
warrant or commission in any compo-
nent of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, 
Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, 
Public Health Service, or NOAA and 
their surviving spouses. For member-
ship information, please call 623-340-
9158. 

Show your colors by proud-
ly displaying the Arizona 
“Veteran Plate” on your ve-
hicle.  Show how veterans 
help veterans. 


